
The Water Cycle
The water cycle is the movement of water from place 
to place on the Earth’s surface.  It is powered by the 
sun and assisted by gravity. Like a circle, cycles have 
no beginning and no end, although the path an 
individual water molecule takes may not be in a circle.

Below is an picture demonstrating various paths 

water molecules can take.  Number the parts 

of the water cycle in the picture with the terms 

below.

1. Evaporation

2. Transpiration

3. Infiltration

4. Precipitation

5. Runoff

6. Condensation
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B

C

D

E

F

answer key:  A-1, B-6, C-4, D-2, E-5, F-3




